CONFORMING TO THE WORLD(MAN’S ORDER/FLESHLY HUMAN NATURE) or OVERCOMING THE WORLD THROUGH SPIRITUAL TRANFORMATION
“Brothers present(yield; surrender) your bodies(physical self) a living sacrifice (as a sacrificial victim), holy(consecrated) acceptable(agreeable; pleasing) unto GOD(YAH), which is your reasonable(logical, expected) service. And be not “CONFORMED”(fashioned like) to this “WORLD”(man’s world order/decoration /fashion), but be you “TRANSFORMED” by the “RENEWING of your MIND”.                   Romans 12:1-3

*Conform-#4964-suschematizo=to be fashioned like; conform to the same pattern as; in the same way(road, course, direction); same manner; style of dress, conduct; to make; to form; to make fit

*Transform-#3339-metamorphoo=to transform; to change; transfigure; morphoo=to fashion; morphe=to adjust the nature; to change human nature

The dictionary defines the word ‘conform’-[L.com=together+formare=to form]=to make similar to; to bring into agreement with; to become similar; to act and behave in accordance to or with rules, manners and customs.

*together=to come into one place; to come into union or agreement with

*form=to mold, shape, develop & fashion a condition of mind and/or body

*similar=nearly but not exactly the same; alike

*transform-[trans=over+form; form over]=to change the condition, character and function of

*renew=to make new again; to restore; to make fresh; to revive; to re-establish

*world-[OE wer=old+ald+man=old man; old nature]=mankind; secular life & interests, and the people who are concerned with these things; worldly

By these definitions it is obvious that the world is not some abstract creation separate from man, but in fact the world is the whole of mankind in his fallen, sinful, secular, worldly state. The system and order that fallen mankind has created is also the world because it is a product of himself. From the time we are born, we all begin a formative process, being shaped and molded to be like or to fit in with the world around us.  We are taught to think in a worldly(carnally) manner through man’s worldly education system. Worldly lusts and desires are stimulated by the promotion of pleasure through advertisement and the media of secular mankind, which most fall victim to because their minds have not been renewed. 

David said; “Behold, I was “shaped”(#2342) in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”   Psalms 51:5 
CONFORMED TO THE THINKING & BEHAVIOR(LIKENESS) OF CHRIST BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND(THINKING; UNDERSTANDING)
The scriptures speak of a group of people who are predestined to be conformed to the image and likeness of CHRIST, and not to this world.

“”For whom He(God-Yah) did foreknow(know beforehand), he also did predestinate to be “CONFORMED” to the image(likeness) of His Son(Yashua) that he(Yashua) might be the firstborn among many brothers. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called, and whom he called, them he also justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  Romans 8:29-30              

“Am I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? They zealously ‘affect’(move; influence) you, but not well(not a good influence; affect); yes they would exclude you that you might affect them…My little children of whom I travail in birth again until CHRIST be “FORMED” in you.”                                Galatians 4:16-19

Yahowah GOD and the Word(Yashua) made man(Adam) with the potential to  be conformed to His likeness.

“And GOD(Yah) said, “Let us make man in our(eloheem) image, after our “likeness”.   Genesis 1:26 The Hebrew word for likeness is “demuth” which means, among other things, “thinking”. Therefore Yah was in essence saying, “Let us create man’s mind after our way of thinking”.

Yah(God) then formed man and place him in the garden of Eden(pleasure). The Hebrew word for ‘formed’ is yatsar=to form by squeezing into shape; to mold as a potter; to determine; to press into narrow places; distressed, narrow conditions.

“And the LORD GOD planted a garden eastward in Eden(pleasure); and there he put man whom he had “formed”.  Genesis 2:8

Through CHRIST, YAHOWAH-GOD predestined a remnant of people of the human family to think like himself. Yah(God) placed his predestined chosen ones into a world of pleasures, but He chose them to conformed to the likeness(thinking & behavior) of Christ-Yashua, and not to the world.                                                                                                                                                The chosen-elect must endure narrow, distressed conditions and circumstances in order to be shaped and molded into the image of Christ.                                                                                            
“Enter you in at the strait(narrow) gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many(the multitudes) there be which go in thereat; Because strait(narrow) is the gate, and narrow is the way which leads unto life and few there be that find it.”    Matthew 7:13-14
“Strive(struggle) to enter in at the strait(#4728-stenos=narrow; cramped) gate; for many will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”   Luke 13:24 
                          CRUCIFY THE WORLDLY NATURE AND BEHAVIOR
“But God forbid that I should glory(boast), save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by(in, with, through) whom the “world”(man’s order/system/nature) is “crucified” unto me and I unto the “world”.   Galatians 6:14

According to Christ, self-crucifixion is a prerequisite to becoming a true disciple of his. Why? Because he was not merely asking people to become his followers. He was/is sent by YAH(GOD) on a mission to reproduce himself and fashion himself in others.  He leads us to the cross for our fallen-sinful human nature to be crucified with him. 
“If any man will come after me, let him “deny”(disown) himself(ego; lower nature), and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged(profited; benefited) if he gain the whole world and lose himself(true self) and be cast away(experience detriment; suffer loss).” Luke 9:23-25

*cross-#4716-stauros=a stake or post; an instrument of capital punishment; exposure to death; “SELF-DENIAL”; TO EXTINGUISH AND SUBDUE THE PASSIONS, LUSTS & DESIRES OF HUMAN NATURE; TO CRUCIFY SELFISHNESS
*Crucify-To crucify the flesh with the affections and lusts is to mortify them through the faith & love of Christ-Galatians 2:20; 5:24; 6:14; This means that you are not moved by worldly ambitions; worldly things; worldly pleasures; and you desire to serve and please YAHOWAH GOD  

“Be not deceived; evil communications(associations; companionships) corrupt good manners.”   I Corinthians 15:33

*deceived-#4105-planao=to roam from safety; to roam from the truth or virtue; to be seduced; to go astray; to err; to be out of the way

*evil-#2556-kakos=worthless; ineffective; useless; depraved; injurious; bad; harmful; noisome; ill; wicked

*communications-#3657-homilia; Eng. “homily”=sermon; moralizing talk or writing; companionship; intercourse; crowd; association together; multitude; company

*corrupt-#5351-phtherio=to pine or waste away; to shrivel; to wither away; to spoil by any process; to ruin; to ruin by moral influences; to defile; to corrupt self
*good-manners-#5543-chrestos=useful, kind, gracious manners & morals

The evil communications used by the crowd you associate with can influence your morals and behavior, but the real influence is your own corrupt human nature. 

CORRUPTION CAME INTO THE WORLD(MAN’S SOCIAL ORDER)THRU LUST             “Having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust(desire).”         II Peter 1:4                                                                                                                  “Put off concerning the former conversation(behavior) of the “old man”, which is “corrupt”(ruined; spoiled) according to the “deceitful lusts”; and be “renewed” in the spirit of your mind(the mind of divine-spiritual intellect & understanding); and that you put on the “new man” which after God is “created” in righteousness and true holiness.”      Ephesians 4:22-24
*created-#2936-ktizo=proprietorship; of the manufacturer; to fabricate; to found; to form originally; to create; to make; the Creator

                                      BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER                                                     When people come together in close association, company and companionship, there are things that connect them together as a group. There are things they have in common; things they agree upon; similar likes and dislikes, etc. When I was young my father told me never to follow the crowd. However, the masses of the world’s people are all about fitting into the crowd.
“You shall not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shall you speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest(twist; pervert) judgment.”   Exodus 23:2                                                                       *multitude-#7227-rab=populous; popular=the people; commonly accepted

                                                          THE POPULAR VOTE                                                                 The general public(the masses of the people) are given the so-called constitutional right to ‘vote’ in presidential elections. It is called “the popular vote”.  However, the real voters are not the public, it is a small group of people called the “Electoral College”.  Supposedly, the popular vote elects the most popular candidate in the election.  Therefore, if GOD(YAH) commands us as believers not to conform to the WORLD, and not to follow a ‘multitude’ (populous; popular) to do evil(hurtful; harmful things), then in truth He is commanding us “NOT TO VOTE”; NOT TO JOIN IN WITH THE POPULOUS to elect the most popular person. 
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